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CONPIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 4167 

THE POLLOWING TELEGRAM WAS SENT ACTION NEW DELHI 15 MARCH 1978 
AND IS REPEATED POR YOUR ACTION/INPORMATION. 

QUOTE: 

CONPIDENTIAL BOMBAY 0661 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: TECH, ENGR, IN 

SUBJECT: TARAPUR STORAGE AND REPROCESSING 

REF: NEW DELHI 3871 

1. V. SHANKAR ESTIMATE OF THREE MILLION DOLLARS POR 
RERACKING TARAPUR POOLS STRIKES ME AS GROSSLY EXAGGERATED. 

I RECALL BIL KIEFER TELLING ME AND J.C. SHAH THAT HIS 
FIRM, COMMONWEALTH EDISON OF CHICAGO, HAD DONE AN ALMOST IDENTI- 
CAL RERACKING JOB POR UNDER A MILLION DOLLARS IN 1975 
OR EARLY 1976. KIEFER SAID THAT HIGH DENSITY RACKS 
COULD BE PURCHASED EX-PACTORY IN THE STATES POR APPROXIMATELY 
EITHER $600,000, OR $900,000. DEPDENDING ON THEIR QUALITY, E.G. 

STAINLESS STEEL, BORON TUBED OR SHEETED. INSTALLATION, OP 
COURSE, WOULD BE ADDITIONAL BUT WOULD NOT BE A LARGE 
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PERCENTAGE OP MATERIEL PURCHASE COST. APPENDIX VI 
OP G.E. PEASIBILITY REPORT OF DECEMBER 8, 1977 INDICATES 
THAT BROOKS AND PERKINS, INC. OP SOUTHPIELD, 

MICHIGAN OFPERED IN OCTOBER 1977 TO PROVIDE 1 100 
MODULES (WHICH I BELIEVE APPROXIMATELY DOUBLES 
STORAGE CAPACITY OP PARAPUR) AT A COST OP 
$931,000 CIF BOMBAY. 
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2. J.C. SHAH ADMITTED TO BEING THE SOURCE OE THE 
THREE MILLION DOLLAR ESTIMATE CITED BY SHANKAR AND 
WHEN CONFRONTED WITH THE EIGURES CITED ABOVE, 

SIMPLY SAID HE WOULD HAVE TO GO BACK OVER HIS OWN 
ESTIMATES. I EXPECT TO HEAR FURTHER FROM HIM ON 
THIS SUBJECT. 

3. 1 KNOW THAT INDIANS CURRENTLY HOPE TO BE ABLE 
TO BUILD TEMPORARY RACKS THEMSELVES EROM STAIN- 
LESS STEEL WHICH WILL BE MUCH CHEAPER THAN ANY 
OE ESTIMATES MENTIONED ABOVE, EVEN THOUGH THIS APPROACH 
MAY EXPAND STORAGE BY LESS THAN ABOVE TECHNIQUES. 

4. DEPARTMENT, OE COURSE, HAS AVAILABLE EXPER- 
TISE FOR CHECKING THESE ESTIMATES MUCH MORE 
CLOSELY THAN A NON-EXPERT LIKE MYSELE. 

5. COMMENT. WHEN OPTION OP INCREASING STORAGE 
CAPACITY AT TARAPUR FIRST DISCUSSED IN 1976, SETHNA 
THOUGHT THAT ONLY WAY TO ACCOMPLISH THIS END WOULD 
BE BUILDING ADDITIONAL POOL OR POOLS POR WHICH 

COST ESTIMATES RAN INTO THE $3 TO $5 MILLION RANGE 
AND DISTRESSED HIM CONSIDERABLHB. HE POINTED OUT 
THAT EIGURES OP THAT SIZE WOULD RAISE ENORMOUS 
DOUBTS IN THE PARLIAMENT BECAUSE OF UNCERTAINTY OP 
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CONTINUING FUEL SUPPLY. HE BECAME ENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT INCREASING SPENT FUEL STORAGE CAPACITY ONLY 
WHEN INITIAL DISCUSSION OF RERACKING INDICATED 
IT COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED POR LESS THAN $500,000., 

A PIGURE WHICH HE PELT CONPIDENT OP DEFENDING IN 
PARLIAMENT EVEN WHILE SMEL SUPPLY PROBLEM RE- 
MAINED UNRESOLVED. HE INTENDED SIMPLY TO ARGUE 
THAT AN EXPENDITURE OF LESS THAN ONE-HALF MILLION 
DOLLARS WAS ECONOMICALLY SENSIBLE EVEN IF INDIA 
GOT NO MORE PUEL AFTER XSNM-1060 AND XSNM-1222 
COSTS RUNNING INTO MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, OF COURSE, 

COULD NOT BE DEPENDED ON THIS BASIS AND WOULD, AS 

SHANKAR SUGGESTED, RAISE VERY DIPPICULT PROBLEMS. 

COURTNY 

UNQUOTE 

GOHEEN 
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